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IMPORTANT NOTE:  If any other Soaring Club or FBO elects to use this Procedure, it is their responsibility to get approval from their Insurance Company.
A. Current Minimum Requirements for Towing from Our Insurance Company (Pilot Warranty Requirements):

Total flying hours in powered aircraft:
500

Total tail wheel hours:


100

Total Pawnee takeoffs & landings:
10

Total number of tows of gliders

10

A pilot certificate of Private SEL or better.

In the past we have had several ASC tow pilots who got approved even though they did not meet all of these minimums.  Our Insurance Coordinator worked with our insurance company and they came up with a special requirement (different in each case), which allowed approval once the pilot met the special requirement.  However, the ASC Board of Directors must also approve in advance any relaxation of any of these minimums.

It is also important to realize that ASC has no influence in setting these minimum requirements, and that our insurance company can change them at any time.  However, they have been the same for a long time.

B. ASC Minimum Requirements for Towing:

1.   All prospective tow pilots will meet the requirement of a minimum of 500 hours in powered aircraft and a minimum of 100 tail wheel hours.  

1. That our insurance company approves the tow pilot.

2. That the tow pilot joins ASC & remains either a Regular, Youth or Family  Member, or an Associate, Honorary or Executive Member.

3. That the tow pilot has a current third class medical or better.

4. That the tow pilot holds a private pilot glider rating or better as well as a current private pilot SEL rating or better..

5. That the tow pilot be initially checked-out by an ASC CFI prior to his first tows for ASC.  (See sections “D, E & F” on ASC check-out for towing.)  The ASC CFI must be an approved tow pilot with a minimum of ten tows for ASC, and must be rated as CFI-Glider and/or CFI-SEL as a minimum.

6. That the tow pilot not tow when his health or alertness is compromised.

7. That prior to towing the pilot verifies that he is current in the Pawnee.

8. That the tow pilot stop towing or not tow when the crosswind component or other adverse conditions exceed the capability of either the Pawnee or the pilot.

9. That each year, the tow pilot meets the requirements of FAR 61.69(a)(6)(ii) and has at least three ASC glider flights as PIC.  A new tow pilot for ASC needs to accomplish this before making his/her first tows for ASC.

C. Submitting Prospective Tow Pilot & Active Tow Pilot Information to Our Insurance Company:

1. Prior to the start of the check-out of any prospective tow pilot, the form found on page six of this Procedure marked “Attachment A” must be filled out by the prospective tow pilot.  A copy of the completed form is to be signed and mailed to our Chief Tow Pilot.  At the start of the checkout a copy is also to be presented to the ASC CFI doing the checkout.

2. Once the ASC Chief Tow Pilot has reviewed the form and spoken with the prospective tow pilot, and when the ASC Chief Tow Pilot is satisfied that the applicant meets the ASC requirements, he will forward a copy of the form to our Insurance Coordinator.

3. Our Insurance Coordinator, once the form is received, will send a copy to our insurance company indicating in the cover letter that this Procedure will be followed in checking out the prospective tow pilot.

4. Each year, all tow pilots will provide current data as requested by our insurance company using the form marked “Attachment B” (see page seven).  Usually this data is needed each June.  It is to be submitted to our Insurance Coordinator with a copy to our Chief Tow Pilot.  Any tow pilot who fails to provide the data by the stated deadline can no longer tow until this omission is corrected.

D. Check-Out Procedure for those Pilots Meeting all of the Minimum Requirements of Paragraphs A, B & C above:

1. The ASC CFI will review the prospective tow pilot’s power & glider logbooks & medical certificate to verify that he/she meets our requirements.  The ASC CFI will also verify that the candidate tow pilot is proficient in both wheel landings and three point landings in a tail wheel aircraft.  The ASC CFI will verify that both he/she and the prospective tow pilot meet the minimum requirements of the latest version of FAR 61.69.

2. The ASC CFI will give a pre-flight inspection of the Pawnee pointing out to the new pilot all of the items to check.

3. The ASC CFI will explain the cold weather engine pre-heat procedure.

4. The ASC CFI will give a cockpit check out with emphasis on starting procedures when the engine is cold versus hot, leaning procedures, speeds to tow, patterns to tow, descent procedures to avoid shock-cooling of the engine, approach & landing speeds, etc.  He will also explain the different takeoff procedures for towing wet versus dry gliders.  He will also discuss the best procedure for doing pattern tows; attention to the rope while landing, doing go-arounds, & taxiing; as well as pedestrian avoidance.  He will also emphasize the importance of fuel management and verifying adequate fuel before every tow.  In addition, he will review our refueling procedures, and proper short-term parking.

5. The ASC CFI will show how we record each tow on a kneeboard and how we record the day’s flights in the logbook kept in the Pawnee.

6. The ASC CFI will ask the prospective tow pilot to take-off and climb to a safe altitude to do air work to get a feel for the Pawnee.  This should include power on and power off stalls, climbing & descending turning stalls, slow flight, a slip in each direction, a simulated landing at a safe altitude, etc.

7. The prospective tow pilot is to contact the ASC CFI by radio when ready to return and make his/her first landing.

8. The ASC CFI will ask the pilot by radio to do three more pattern flights  with landings at various points on the runway to demonstrate good control.

9. The ASC CFI will show how the Pawnee is put away in its hanger.

10. Once the above has been successfully completed, the ASC CFI will endorse the logbook of the prospective tow pilot with the statement:  “Approved for Supervised ASC Towing”.

11.            The objective is to have the prospective tow pilot conduct a minimum of ten glider tows using an ASC Pawnee, and that the prospect be aware of the specific needs of the glider being towed.  A discussion between the prospective tow pilot & the ASC CFI supported by a review of the prospects log book by our CFI will reveal the prospects recent experience with various types of towing, the prospects knowledge of the importance of glider wing loading, initial acceleration, speeds to fly, patterns to fly while towing, standard signals, use of radio, etc.  After this discussion, the ASC CFI will determine the types of tows to be done by the prospect.  For instance, for a pilot with little or no towing experience, the ASC CFI might ask for three series of tows similar to the following: 

a.     The initial set of four tows is to use lighter gliders and none with water ballast such as the S1-26 or S2-33.  

b.     The next set of three tows is to use heavier gliders without water.  

c.       The final set of three tows is to use a heavier glider with full water ballast.  If the checkout is done during ambient temperatures that make use of water ballast inappropriate, then this tow technique can be demonstrated with a heavier glider without water. 

Each tow is to be carefully observed by the ASC CFI, and the ASC CFI will explain the significance & different towing techniques to be used for each series of tows.  Each tow is to be to a minimum of 1,500 feet AGL, and at least three of the tows are to be to 3,000 feet AGL.  After each tow, the ASC CFI will get input from the glider pilot either by radio or in person, and will offer any needed pointers to the prospective tow pilot.  

 

12.   The glider pilots who volunteer their time to assist in the tow pilot checkout are not to be charged for their tow(s).  Any of these glider pilots using ASC gliders will not be charged for the first thirty minutes of their flight.  Preference should be given to scheduling a prospective tow pilot checkout on a weekday rather than a weekend.

 

13. The ASC CFI can stop this procedure at any point if the CFI feels that the prospective tow pilot is not yet ready to be a tow pilot for ASC.

14.  After completion of the above, if the ASC CFI is satisfied with the performance of the prospective tow pilot, the CFI will then endorse the prospective tow pilot logbook with the statement: “Approved for ASC Towing”.  The CFI will also inform the ASC Chief Tow Pilot, the ASC Tow Pilot Coordinator & the ASC Insurance Coordinator that the candidate should be added to the ASC tow list.  The Insurance Coordinator will forward the name of the qualified tow pilot to our insurance company.  If the CFI is not satisfied, the CFI will indicate what additional training is required.

E. Preparation for Check-Out for Those Prospective Tow Pilots Who are Not Tail-Wheel Current, But Have the Required Minimum of 100 Tail Wheel & Ten Pawnee Takeoffs & Landings:

1. Arrange to fly with a CFI (does not need to be an ASC member) in a tail wheel powered aircraft and get signed-off as proficient in both wheel landings and three point landings.

2. Arrange to fly three simulated tows with proper airspeed control in a tail wheel powered aircraft with a CFI who has towed gliders.

3. Proceed per paragraph “D” above, except D-8 is to be expanded to include a minimum of 10 Pawnee takeoffs & landings prior to towing.

4. The expenses incurred performing steps E-1 & 2 are the sole responsibility of the prospective tow pilot.  The ASC Board will determine if there is to be a charge for the use of the Pawnee during step E-3.

F. Preparation for Check-Out for Those Prospective Tow Pilots who are Tail Wheel Current, But Do Not Meet the Minimum of Ten Pawnee Takeoffs & Landings:

1.
Arrange to fly three simulated tows with proper airspeed control in a tail wheel powered aircraft with a CFI who has towed gliders.

2. Proceed per paragraph “D” above, except D-8 is to be expanded to include a minimum of 10 flying hours in a Pawnee and at least 10 Pawnee takeoffs & landings prior to towing.

3. The expenses incurred performing step F-1 are the sole responsibility of the prospective tow pilot.  The ASC Board will determine if there is to be a charge for the use of the Pawnee during step F-2.

G. IMPORTANT:  It is also important that the prospective tow pilot, as well as the CFI involved in the tow pilot check-out, verify that the requirements of FAR 61.69 have not changed since this was written, and that the minimum requirements of the latest version of FAR 61.69 are conformed to.

H. Attachment A (see paragraph C-1) will be found on the next page (Page six).  Attachment B (see paragraph C-3) will be found on page seven.

I. Any revisions to this document must be first submitted to & approved by our ASC Board of Directors and then by our Insurance Company through our Insurance Coordinator.

<<< END >>>

Attachment A

Albuquerque Soaring Club (ASC)

Prospective Tow Pilot Qualifications

For Pawnee Tow Plane

Requirements to Tow for ASC:
       Prospective Tow Pilot Input:

Minimum 500 Hours in Powered Aircraft


_____________________










HOURS

Minimum of 100 hours in single engine aircraft

_____________________

with tail wheel.






HOURS

At least 10 takeoffs & landings in a Pawnee

_____________________










NUMBER

At least 10 flights towing sailplanes


_____________________










NUMBER

Private Power Certificate or better



_____________________










TYPE

FILLED OUT BY:

Name (please print) _______________________________________

Signature:                _______________________________________

Date:


_________________________

WHEN COMPLETE, PLEASE MAKE A COPY AND MAIL TO:

CHIEF TOW PILOT


Tim Hawkins

          

7005 Avenida La Costa NE    

Albuquerque, NM 87109

    

MAKE ANOTHER COPY & PRESENT TO THE ASC CFI PRIOR TO YOUR CHECKOUT FOR TOWING.    

<<< END >>>

Attachment B

Annual Update of Tow Pilot Information

Pilots Name:
__________________________
Age:
__________

Date:

______________________

License/Ratings:
______________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________

Total Flying Hours:
_____________

Total Towing Hours:
_____________

Total Pawnee PA25 Hours: ________________

Total Glider Hours:
___________________

Any Accidents/Suspensions?  ______________________________________________



__________________________________________________________


        (Explain all accidents, incidents and suspensions within last five years) 

Date of Last Flight Review:
_______________________

Medical Class:

_______________________

Date of Last Medical Exam:
_________________

If also a CFI, Total Hours Giving Instruction:   Gliders - _______   Power - _______

WHEN COMPLETE, PLEASE MAKE FOUR COPIES AND MAIL TO:

INSURANCE COORDINATOR
    CHIEF TOW PILOT
           

Don Kawal


    Tim Hawkins

           

425 Live Oak Loop NE

    7005 Avenida La Costa NE    

Albuquerque, NM 87122

    Albuquerque, NM 87109        

(Two copies)


   (One copy)

           

DonaldK21@comcast.net
   tim@timhawkins.com
           

As an alternative, this form may be submitted via EMAIL to the two people above.

<<<  END  >>>

PAGE  
1

