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Towlines 
The Newsletter of the Albuquerque Soaring Club                                    October 2009

Club Annual Meeting 
 

12th December, at the Club House. 

Breakfast starts at 9 am, meeting to follow. 

 

Presidentôs Notes                                                                                By Bob Hudson 
 

ñThatôs a wrap!ò And so we end another OLC season Albuquerque Soaring Style, but what a 

season it was!  First in the World and the Nation in the On-Line League, second in the World, 

first in North America in the distance contest and five of the top ten in the World Speed 

Contest (with Billy grabbing third place).  As they said in the movie We Are Marshall, ñNow 

they know who we are.ò  You will be hearing more about this yearôs effort (below, this issue, 

with more at the Gala).  However, I want to stress that we could not have done this if it 

wasnôt for the pilots who gave some much of their time and effort towards this lofty goal, and 

to the ground crews who worked the line to see that we got everyone airborne safely and 

efficiently.  Of course we can not forget the tow pilots who got everyone airborne.  This was 

a total combined Sundance and Albuquerque Soaring Club effort 

As part of the OLC recognition, your Club recently hosted an Oktoberfest celebration at 

Mary and Tim Hawkinsôs hangar.  We had over sixty people show up for a little taste of 

Bavaria and the reaction was that it was a huge success (we are already being asked to do it 

again next year).   

 

Mary and Diana slaved over hot stoves (and me thinks a couple glasses of wine also) to 

prepare potato pancakes, strudel, German chocolate cake and roulade.  Dianaôs friend 
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Marshall brought spaetzle.  Colleen brought pie and Erika brought real Germans (her mother 

and sister).  Paul Briggs and Bill Lemon brought elk, from their recent hunt.  Beer was from 

Sierra Blanca, the micro brewery in Moriarty, and we had brats (which passed the Brian 

Morrison test).  You might ask, why am I going into such detail?  The answer is that I want 

all of you who didnôt attend to feel bad because the rest of us had a great time!   

 

 

Congratulations go out to Terry Bryan who just passed his glider check ride.  Terry will also 

soon be joining our tow pilot crew.  Good on ya, Terry.  

We also want to welcome back to the Club Waldemar (Walter) Szadkowski. Walter was an 

active member way back last century (it is fun to say that), in other words in 1999. He will 

begin flying with us soon as a student as he never completed his check out.  For those that 

remember Walter, welcome him back and the rest of us will just say ñHiò. 

Our Gala will be held this year on the 6
th
 of February.  We are holding it later than usual so 

that we will have the SSA Convention in the books and will be able to report to the 

membership on the convention.   Please mark your calendars now so that you will be able to 

attend. 

Also, we will have our annual members meeting on the 12
th
 of December at the Club House. 

We will precede the meeting with a pancake breakfast so you canôt use the excuse that you 

couldnôt attend because you needed to have your breakfast.  This meeting is important 

because we will be electing the 2010 Club Officers.  So, this is your chance to make a 

difference in your Club.   If you are not there then you will not be able to be apart of the 

process. 

There has been a lot of talk lately about an article Al Santilli wrote back in January 1972 

entitled ñHow to Reach Waves via Thermalsò. For those who havenôt read it, it can be found 

on the Club Website.  Even in death, Al keeps on teaching us! 

Like Doolittle said on the 8
th
 0f April, 1942, onboard the USS Hornet, ñFly Safeò (but I think 

he also said bomb Japan, but thatôs another story.).   El Prez. 
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ASC flies in high places 

 

 
 Renny Rozzoni telling his old class mate, General Petraeus, how to win the war: "Okay, after you 
get off tow, you circle up .... they will never hear you coming!" 
 

 

 

More on the OLC 
Brian Resor has done a preliminary look at some interesting statistics for the 2009 flying year 

(you will have to come to the Gala to get the whole of his brilliance).  In this first cut shown 

here, he has compared the results of the flying in New Mexico, without the contributions 

from contests, and from pilots who have decided to fly with us elsewhere in the US and also 

abroad.   

 

Our flying pretty much matched 2007 until mid-May when things turned better; mid-July 

through mid-August was surprisingly good.  Since then though, not so good, which seriously 

hurt our point scoring.  The last month of the OLC, through October 15
th
 was to be polite, 

poor.  Oh well, we are already into the 2010 year! 

 

Let Brian know if there are particular statistics that you would like to see this winter. 
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